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A Good Example
INTRODUCTION
Last week we noted that the church in Thessalonica begun during Paul’s second missionary journey

He spent at least three weeks teaching in the synagogue…had a good beginning of the Church

This letter written about 52 A.D. possibility from Corinth

A Church Worthy Of Imitation – 1 Thessalonians 1:6 - 10

Role models are important, often determining future actions

A bad example (model) does not have to lead to “bad” actions…but often does

A good example can challenge us to be the best we can be

Many really good individual examples in the Bible for us – Hebrews 11

The church at Thessalonica is a good example of a group…

Remember that the good example of a group depends on the example of the individual

We want to look of some of their good examples…

1:6a – They became imitators of Paul AND the Lord

“Imitators” carry the idea of mimic (To copy or imitate closely, especially in speech, expression, and gesture…)
Fitting that there would be changes since they became new – 2 Corinthians 5:17

The new creation begins with the change of thinking – Ephesians 4:22 - 24

Remember that Thessalonica was a city with many pagan gods

The call for newness of life – Romans 6:3, 4 – would require a really different view of God

Change often comes with trial – 1 Thessalonians 1:6b

The church at Thessalonica had experienced the problem of trial from the very beginning – Acts 17:5 – 9
Obvious that the church had firsthand knowledge of trial – 1 Thessalonians 2:14, 15

In his second letter, Paul speaks of how they responded to it – 2 Thessalonians 1:4

Perhaps they had learned from the apostles – Acts 5:41

Human joy will die under persecution (trials); through the Holy Spirit the Christian will have peace even in trial – Romans 5:1 – 5

This church provided a wonderful example for the people of that day and for us today – 1 Thessalonians 1:7

They progressed from following good examples to BEING good examples -1 Thessalonians 1:8

A characteristic that verified their change was the proclamation of the gospel

Not just near to home but far away as well

Likely because of their location in Macedonia with many travellers passing through, they had opportunities to share their faith

The evidence of their change was their total turn to God – 1 Thessalonians 1:9b, 10

Throughout the study of the church in Acts the effect of the gospel is seen in change

Conversion leads to the joyful anticipation of the return of Jesus

The expectant looking for Jesus' return from heaven is common for the true obedient believer

Often in pagan religions their gods are to be feared

For the Christian, our God is to be welcomed  

How much like the people of Thessalonica are we?

      1. Willing to imitate good examples?
       2. Working at following the example of Jesus, particularly in obedience – John 13:13 – 15 

